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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



* Please stand, if you are able. 
 

 Bearing the Light of HOPE: First Sunday of Advent 
 

 Invoking the Light 
 Welcome – Parish Joys and Concerns – Prayer Requests  
 Prelude “I Heard the Voice” Scott Siciliano 
 Invitation1 
 
 Call to Worship  Singing Bell 
  
  Gathering Song “The Lord is my Light” Taizé Community 

 
 Opening prayer2 
 
 Lighting of the Advent Corner 
 
* Call to Confession2 (based on Isaiah 64:1-9) 
* Prayer of Confession2 

Yet, you O God, are Father and Mother; like the potter you fashioned us from 
clay in your holy image. In these silent moments hear the sighing of our spirits 
as we lay open our hearts to you.  Mend our brokenness, and mold us anew, O 
God.  Recreate a right image within us, and illuminate us with your hope, so 
that we might be a beacon of hope to others who have lost the way. 
 

* Silent Prayer and Words of Assurance2 
 
* Hymn of Response “My Soul Gives Glory to my God” No. 119 

Verses 1-3, 5 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



* Passing the Peace of Christ  
(The congregation may greet each other with a sign of reconciliation and peace,  

such as a handshake or embrace and say these or similar words.) 
  One:    May the Peace of Christ be with you.   
  People:     And also with you. 
  

 Waking Up to the Light 
 Show & Tell 
 

 Prayer for Illumination 
 

 First Lesson  Isaiah 64:1-9 Bible page 694 
Reader:   Here ends the lesson. 
People: Let Your Word abide in us, O God. 

   
 Second Lesson Ephesians 5:8-14 Bible Page 194 
 Leader:   God is still speaking! 
 People:   Spread the Good News! 

  

 Sermon   “Waking Up to the Light” 
  

In what ways do you need to wake up? 
Where do you need light in your life? 

 We pause to reflect 
  

Finding the Light Within 
 Prayers of the People1 
 

 Affirmation of Faith 
We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit, God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our 
God, and to your deeds we testify: 
You call the worlds into being, create persons in your own image, and set 
before each one the ways of life and death. 
You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin. 
You judge people and nations by your righteous will declared through prophets 
and apostles. 
In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Savior, you have 
come to us and shared our common lot, conquering sin and death and 
reconciling the world to yourself. 
You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of 
Jesus Christ, binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races. 
You call us into your church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be 
your servants in the service of others, to proclaim the gospel to all the world 
and resist the powers of evil, to share in Christ's baptism and eat at his table, 
to join him in his passion and victory. 
You promise to all who trust you forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, 
courage in the struggle for justice and peace, your presence in trial and 
rejoicing, and eternal life in your realm which has no end. 
Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you.  Amen. 
 

 Invitation to Offering2 
 Offertory  “Brand New Eyes” Bea Miller 
 



* The Offertory Response “Doxology” No. 778 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done;  

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. 
 

* Unison Prayer of Dedication1 
Embolden us, as people of your global village, O God, to trust a new creation 
is possible, to believe that the light we bear brings hope into our world. 
Holy One, may our sharing be a symbol of that trust. Amen. 

 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 

* Invitation to the Table3 
 

* Communion Prayer3 
 

* Sanctus Hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy” No. 277
  
Holy, Holy, Holy, God the Almighty!  Early in the morning we praise your 
majesty!  Holy, Holy, Holy!  Merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessed trinity! 
 

 Words of Institution 
 

 Our Lord’s Prayer (debts and debtors)   Hymnal Page 9 Option C 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever.  AMEN. 

 

 Sharing the Elements 
 

* Prayer of Thanksgiving3 

Holy Creator, Bread of Life, Everlasting Salvation, a light shines in the night and 
the night will not overcome it. In this meal we have been replenished and 
strengthened, the light of your love rekindled within.  
We will be bold to carry this light into the world. Thank you for recharging our 
batteries and reviving your ambient glow within us. You are the power source 
that never gives out- eternally renewable and sustainable. 
Thank you, God.      Thank you, Christ.      Thank you, Spirit.     Amen.  

 

 Lighting the Community 
* Sending Hymn “Jesus, Light of the World”    No. 160 
 

* Benediction 
Leader:  Go from this place alert and awake in the spirit of God’s peace. 
Right side:  We scatter now as people of the four winds: 
  to the north and south, east and west. 
 

Leader:  Go from this place alert and awake in the spirit of God’s peace.  
Left side: We go as faithful servants to spread God’s love to the ends of the 

earth. 
All: Amen!  

* Departing Music 



About this week: 

Bearing the Light 
First Sunday of Advent 

 

Theme: The theme for Advent is Bearing the Light. We consider how we might bear the light 
in three ways: internal light that brings inner peace, external light that we share peace with 
others, and literal light as the days of winter grow darker and darker. Advent invites us to 
wait, linger, and gestate on peace, hope, joy, and love. We’re encouraged not to create a 
hierarchical dichotomy between darkness and light where light is equated with goodness and 
darkness likened to evil; this oppressive dichotomy has contributed to racism within the 
church for far too long. Rather, these liturgies and reflections invite us to discover and 
nurture the inner light dwelling within all humanity. Honoring the cycle of the seasons, we 
return to nature, lighting candles each week as the light of Winter Solstice and Christmas 
draw closer and closer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Resources used: 
1 Rev. Dr. Angela Yarber, “Bearing the Light” http://www.holywomenicons.com/blog/2017/9/23/bearing-the-light-a-
worship-series-for-the-season-of-advent 
2 From the Four Winds, Service Prayers for the First Sunday of Advent, was written by the Rev. Penny L. Lowes, an 
ordained pastor in the United Church of Christ and has served three UCC churches in Michigan. She is a freelance writer and 
author of M&M and the Rolling Stone and Other Scripture Dramas. Copyright 2017 Faith Formation Ministry Team, United Church 
of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH  44115-1100.  Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in 
services of worship or church education.  All publishing rights reserved.   
3 Our Faith Cries Out, Resilient: Service of Holy Communion for Advent, was written by the Rev. Penny L. Lowes, an ordained pastor in 
the United Church of Christ and has served three UCC churches in Michigan. She is a freelance writer and author of M&M and the Rolling 
Stone and Other Scripture Dramas. Copyright 2014 Local Church Ministries, Faith Formation Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 
Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH  44115-1100.  Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or 
church education.  All publishing rights reserved.   
 


