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No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 
 
 
 
 



* Please stand, if you are able. 

Expressing Our Love 
 Welcome - Parish Joys and Prayer Requests 
   Organ Prelude “Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella” arr. David Cherwein  
 

   Gathering – Prayer for Christmas Morning2 

 

* Call to Worship1    
Leader:   When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, 
People:   God is there. 
Leader:   When Jesus is presented at the temple, 
People:   God is there. 
Leader:   When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms, 
People:   God is there. 
Leader:   When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple, 
People:   God is there. 
Leader:   This very morning, 
People: God is here. 
Leader: In the future we cannot see, 
People:   God is there. 
All:   Let us worship God! 

   

*Opening Prayer  
 

* Opening Song “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” Carol Sheet 
Good Christian Friends, rejoice with heart and soul, and voice; 

Give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today; 
Ox and ass before Him bow; and He is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 
 

Good Christian Friends, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He has opened the heavenly door, and man is blest forevermore. 
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 

 

Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all, to gain His everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 

 

* Call to Confession 
*Prayer of Confession1  

Holy God, we know that you have been present to us throughout all of history, even 
throughout our own histories. We know you will be with us in our future.  Yet often 
we don’t live as if we know that.  You ask no more of us than what we can provide.   

  Men:   As Simeon recognized in Jesus the salvation of his people,  
    we recognize in Jesus’ Way our own wholeness and health,  
    yet we often fail to follow.   
  Women:  As Anna recognized in Jesus the redemption of her people,  
    we recognize in Jesus God’s saving grace for us,  
    yet we often fail to rejoice and to share this good news. 
  All:   Forgive us, make us wise and joyful and strong  
    so that we live in the understanding  
    of your never-ending love.  Amen.   



* Assurance of Pardon 
 

* Passing the Peace of Christ  
(The congregation may greet each other with a sign of reconciliation and peace, such as a 

handshake or embrace and say these or similar words.) 
  One:  The peace of Christ be with you.     People:   And also with you. 
 

Growing In Our Faith 
 First Lesson Isaiah 61:10-62:3 Bible Page 692 

Reader:   Here ends the lesson. 
People: Let Your Word abide in us, O God. 

 

 Gospel Lesson Luke 2:22-40 Bible Page 59 
 Leader:   God is still speaking! 
 People:   Spread the Good News! 
 

   Carol Sing     Carol Sheet 
  

Practicing our Spirituality 
 Prayers of the People 

Leader: Let us give thanks to God, Mother, Father, Sister, Brother, for all the gifts so freely 
given to us.  After every petition please say:  Creator God, we thank you. 

Leader: For the Beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea, 
People: Creator God, we thank you.  
Leader: For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of 

Emmanuel, God-with-us. 
People: Creator God, we thank you. 
Leader: For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends, 
People: Creator God, we thank you. 
Leader: For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve, 
People: Creator God, we thank you. 
Leader: For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play, 
People: Creator God, we thank you. 
Leader: Sustain the brave and the courageous and comfort those who suffer and face 

adversity, 
People: Creator God, we thank you. 
Leader: For those who have gone before us, for those who weep this night, and for the 

dying, 
People: Creator God, we thank you. 
Leader: Above all, we give you thanks for the promise of your love, born in human form, 

who comes to us anew. 
People: Creator God, we thank you. 
Leader: We now pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 

 

 
 Our Lord’s Prayer   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 Invitation to Offering1 
 



 Offertory  “A Joyous Carol”        Léon Roques 
 

* The Offertory Response  “Doxology” No. 778 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done; 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. 
   

* Unison Prayer of Dedication1 
Loving God:  We give you thanks for Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.  Receive 
the gifts we offer in union with Christ’s gift for us.  Clothe us with compassion, 
kindness, humility, meekness and patience, that we may be Christ for others.  In 
his name we pray.  AMEN.   
  

Going Out into Community 
* Sending Hymn  “Go Tell it On the Mountain”    Carol Sheet 
 
 

    Refrain:     Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and everywhere! 
Go, tell it on the mountain, That Jesus Christ is born. 

 

While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks by night 
Behold throughout the heavens There shone a holy light.  Refrain 

 

The shepherds feared and trembled, When lo! above the earth, 
Rang out the angels chorus That hailed the Savior’s birth.  Refrain 

 

Down in a lowly manger The humble Christ was born 
And God sent us salvation That blessed Christmas morn.  Refrain 

 
* Benediction 
 

* Postlude “Medley: He is Born, arr. Larry Shackley 
Angels We Have Heard on High” 

 

 
You may keep your Carol sheet if you wish.  If not, please return it to the table in the Narthex so 

we may use it again.  Thank you, and Merry Christmas! 
 
 
 
 
Resources Used: 
1 Past Meets Future: A Blessing for Today was written by an intergenerational family team: the Rev. Dr. Robert George, retired 
minister ordained in the Presbyterian Church of the USA and Karen George, retired Christian educator, both now active in the Broad Bay 
Congregational UCC of Waldoboro, Maine, and Judy Colby-George, carrying on the family tradition as Christian educator at First Parish 
Church of Freeport, Maine.  Copyright 2017 Faith Formation Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, 
OH  44115-1100.  Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or church education.  All 
publishing rights reserved.   
 
2 Prayer for Christmas Morning, Dr. Susan M. (Elli) Elliott. Source: http://ellielliott.webs.com 
 


