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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



* Please stand, if you are able. 
 

 Expressing God’s Love 
 Welcome – Parish Joys and Concerns – Prayer Requests  
 

 Prelude “Reflections” Ola Gjeilo 
 

 Gathering1 

  

* Call to Worship1 

Leader:   Holy Living God, Blessed Jesus, Guiding Spirit, 
People:   alight within us your flame of life this day. 
Leader:   Grant us openness to hear your message. 
People:   Grant us courage to be your messengers in the world, creating more life 

in the midst of fear. 
Leader: And with the angel messengers above us, among us and within us, we say… 
People:  Do not be afraid! 
All Sing: Do not be afraid.  Do not be afraid.  Do not be afraid! 

   

* Opening Prayer2 
 

* Gathering Hymn      “Jesus, Light of the World” No. 160 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



* Call to Confession 
 

* Prayer of Confession  
Leader:  Sometimes we feel lost and even consumed by darkness. We wonder if we are 

loveable. Our actions dim the value and worth of others, and ourselves.  
People:  Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy on us. 
Leader:  Sometimes we feel lost in shadows of unclear choices.  Which way will lead to 

justice? To transformation? To peace?  We are afraid to risk a step out, unsure of 
the path. 

People:   Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy on us. 
 

* Silent Prayer and Words of Assurance    
Leader: But in Christ, God has given us a new Light, kindling unconditional love for us, 

and showing us a well-lit path to wholeness and forgiveness; to courage and 
clarity. 

People:   Thanks be to God! 
 

* Passing the Peace of Christ 
 (The congregation may greet each other with a sign of reconciliation and peace,  

such as a handshake or embrace and say these or similar words.) 
  One:   May the Peace of Christ be with you.  People:     And also with you. 
 

 Growing in Our Faith 
 Show & Tell 
 

 Gospel Lesson (Part I) Matthew 2:1-23 Bible page 2 
Reader:   Here ends the lesson. 
People: Let Your Word abide in us, O God. 

  

 Anthem “A Strange Way to Save the World” Mark Harris 
 

 Gospel Lesson (Part II)   
 Leader: God is still speaking! 
 People: Spread the Good News! 

  

   Anthem “Jesus, What a Wonderful Child!” arr. Lloyd Larson 
 

 Prayers of the People 
  

 Sermon   “Get up and Go: #morelife”   
There are angels among us.  

We can be messengers of love, flying in the face of fear, for we are the Body of Christ. 
 

* Affirmation of Faith3 
God is the eternal flame. 
From year’s beginning to its end, 
God is faithful. 
In each day God is present. 
In each action God comes close. 
Through all eternity, 
God is trustworthy; 
Yesterday, today and forever. 
Sustaining, enlivening, making all things new, 
God is the eternal flame. 
 

We believe there are angels among us; 



Called within us, not just from up above. 
Gracious God, you give us hope enough in these times of trial 
You show us how to live, you teach us how to give. 
You call us to be light and love. 
  

Practicing our Spirituality 
 Invitation to Offering 
 Offertory  “Go Tell it on the Mountain” arr. James Taylor 
 
* The Offertory Response “Doxology” No. 778 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done;  

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. 
 

* Unison Prayer of Dedication2 
Loving God, may these gifts reveal to us and to others the Light that is Jesus. And 
may this Light lead us on into new and challenging ways of living and serving. 
Amen.   
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion1 
* Invitation  

Leader:  “We hear the message of God, 
People:  Do not be afraid.” 

 

Some time later after Jesus’ birth,…message of love that is already waiting for you. 
 

Leader: God be with you! 
People: And also with you! 
Leader: Lift up your hearts! 
People: We lift them up to God! 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

* Communion Prayer   
 

* Sanctus Hymn  “Santo, Santo, Santo” No. 793 
Santo, santo, santo, mi corazón te˽adora! 
Mi corazón te sabe decir: santo eres Dios. 

 

Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores You! 
My heart is glad to say the words: You are holy, God. 

 

 Words of Institution 
  

 Our Lord’s Prayer (using the words most familiar to you)  
  

 Sharing the Elements 
  

* Prayer of Thanksgiving1  

 God of life and possibility, we thank you that we have been refreshed at your 
table.  May we be transformed into your light, sharing your good news with the 
world. Amen. 



Going Out into Community 
 

* Sending Hymn “This is My Wish” Tim & Angela Lauer 

 

 
* Benediction1 
 
* Departing Music 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Resources used: 
1 © Dr. Marcia McFee, 2017 compilation, www.worshipdesignstudio.com/angels 
2 Prayers for the Festival of Epiphany was written by the Rev.  Susan A. Blain, Minister for Faith Formation: Curator for Worship 
and Liturgical Arts.  Copyright 2018 Faith Formation Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH  
44115-1100.  Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or church education.  All 
publishing rights reserved.   
3 Adapted from “Affirmation for the New Year” by Christine Sine, on her Godspace website. 
 
About this series1: 
Angels Among Us: #DoNotBeAfraid    Flying in the Face of Fear 
During this time between Epiphany and Lent, we are hearing stories of angel appearances in 
Scripture. They came to an old and barren couple, a young 
girl barely a woman, a simple and humble man betrothed to her and finally, to lowly 
shepherds on a hillside. They came to people like you and me. God worked through 
ordinary people and did extraordinary things. And so it is that God works through us 
every time we offer messages of hope, peace, joy and love to an anxious world. We are 
called to fly in the face of fear–-to be angels among us. 
 
For your reflection: 

"In whatever sense this year is a New Year for you, may the moment find you eager and unafraid, 
ready to take it by the hand with joy  

and with gratitude." 
 -Howard Thurman, For the Inward Journey 

 

Do everything as far as you can for love and you will see what you are capable of! One can 
make more progress this way in a year, than in ten by the way of fear. 

ST. MARY EUPHRASIA 
 

"There can be no more significant personal resolution at the beginning of the New Year than this: I 
will face the problem I have been putting off because of too much fear, of too many tears, of too 

much resentment, even if it means crying all the way through, in order that I may deal with it 
without fear, tears, or resentment." 

-Howard Thurman, For the Inward Journey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


